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 C R I E F F   G O L F   C L U B 
 
 

DIRECTORS MEETING MARCH 2024 
 
 

SPRING MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME 

 
Greens  
1. The first application of granular fertiliser was applied on 29th January.  This has helped to promote 

growth on the greens  
2. All the greens have been verti-drained to a depth of 10 inches with 12mm tines. This operation will 

relieve deep-seated compaction, improve surface drainage allowing oxygen into the greens and dilute 
the thatch layer. 

3. A liquid fertiliser will be applied to the greens.  This will stimulate some growth and promote a dense 
sward.   

4. All 29 greens will be lightly top-dressed with sand on a fortnightly basis until the end of April.  The 
top-dressing will help level out and firm up the surfaces.   

5. All 29 greens will be solid tined on a monthly basis from April onward using a 10mm micro solid tine 
to a depth of 150mm.  This will help dilute the thatch layer, promote root growth and allow water and 
oxygen into the soil producing a healthy environment for the grass to grow. 

6. Two applications of a wetting agent will be applied in March and April.  This chemical will help 
retain the moisture in the soil stopping the greens from drying out if there is an easterly wind.  

 
Tees  
1. A fertiliser will be applied in April to all the tees to promote growth. 
2. All the tees have been verti-drained to remove any deep seated compaction and increase surface 

drainage. 

Approaches  

1. All the approaches will receive an application of fertiliser in April. 
2. All the approaches have been verti-drained. 
3. Selected approaches will be reshaped to allow easier access to the greens. 

Fairway and Rough 

1. All the Ferntower fairways were slit tined during the winter period.  This operation has broken up 
compaction and has improved the surface drainage of the fairways. 

2. All the fairways will receive a liquid fertiliser during May and September.  Maximum nitrogen input 
will be 60 units of nitrogen. 
 

Bunkers  
1. All the bunkers on both courses will be edged.   The bases of the bunkers will be reshaped to create a 

saucer shape.  This will encourage golf balls to run into the middle of the bunkers. 
2. All the bunkers will be topped up with new sand. 
 
Miscellaneous 
1. The astro turf paths at the Ferntower 1st and 17th will be finished. 
2. Ball washers will be put out. 
3. The course toilets will be opened for opening day. 
4. All the course equipment is currently being serviced and cutting units sharpened. 
5. All the shrubs at the front of the car park banking’s have been trimmed. 
6. Slabs in the car park will be replaced. 
7. Trees behind my garage will be felled, this will allow sunlight onto the solar panels. 
.........................…………… 
C A Macdonald 
COURSE MANAGER 
March 2024 
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C R I E F F   G O L F   C L U B 
 

DIRECTORS MEETING APPENDIX 
 
 
Technical Terms Explained - What They Mean and What They do 
 
 VERTI-DRAIN  The operating principle is similar to hand forking where deep aeration of the 

soil profile is combined with breaking up the compacted layers.  The working depth of the 
machine is up to 14 inches. 

 
This relieves deep seated compaction which more conventional aerators cannot reach and allows 
oxygen to the grass roots and helps drainage. 

 
 SOLID-TINE  Relieves surface compaction by up to 4 inches.  It is similar to above but aims at 

the surface area. 
 

The benefits of solid-tinning is to assist the penetration of irrigated water, promotes root 
development, reduces thatch build up and allows wetting agents to penetrate into the soil profile 
thereby preventing dry patch. 

 
 TOP DRESSING  Is a mixture of soil and sand containing medium sized particles, which should 

be applied fortnightly if possible. 
 

Top dressing is applied in order to improve the surface drainage, improve the putting surface by 
levelling out uneven ground and speeding up the putting surface, helps increase the drought 
resistance of the greens and is composed in such a way that it is a source of micro organisms 
responsible for the breakdown of thatch. 

 
 HOLLOW-CORE  Uses hollow tines instead of solid tines in order to remove some of the 

surface compaction. 
 

Removes surface thatch to a depth of 4 inches and leaves core holes 1/2 inch in diameter.  
Reduces surface compaction and allows an area where top dressing can be brushed into the sub-
soil of the greens which will improve the surface drainage and develop a stronger rooting system 
on the grass plant. 

 
 MICRO HOLLOW-CORE  Is basically the same as the above but on a smaller scale, the core 

holes penetrate to a depth of 2 inches and the diameter of the holes are 1/4 inch. 
 

This process allows the work to be carried out during the growing/playing season without much 
disruption to the putting surface and again allows the penetration of a top dressing. 

 
 VERTI-CUT  These are vertical blades that cut into the surface. 

Summer Scarification of the green.  The blades are attached to units, which fit on to the greens 
machine. 

 
Removes all the horizontal growth on the greens thus increasing green speed.  It reduces surface 
thatch build up thereby taking the softness out of the greens. 

 
 SCARIFICATON  As above but is done during the Autumn period at a deeper depth during 

moist conditions. 


